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Question 1 

 
1.  Cultural attitudes about women are often revealed in art. 

Select and fully identify two works of art that depict one or more women. The works must come from 
two different cultures, one of which must be from beyond the European tradition. Explain how each 
work reveals its culture’s attitudes about women. (30 minutes) 

 
Background: 
Throughout history women have been depicted in ways that reveal attitudes about women in a 
wide array of cultures. These might include but are not limited to the following: 

• Depictions of political power 
• Depictions of female divinities and icons 
• Depictions of motherhood or domestic scenes 
• Portraits representing wealth or status 
• Representations of female heroism 
• Depictions of geishas and courtesans 
• Fertility figures 
• Figures that represent cultural ideas about beauty  
• Stereotypes of women in various roles 

 
Students have two tasks: 

(1) To fully identify two appropriate works of art depicting one or more women from two different 
cultures. One work of art must be from beyond the European tradition. 

(2) To explain how each work reveals its culture’s attitudes about women. 
 
Better essays fully identify two appropriate works of art, one of which is from beyond the European 
tradition. Through detailed analysis of the content, context, and formal aspects, these essays explain how 
each work of art reveals its culture’s attitudes about women. 
 
Weaker essays may use less appropriate examples, such as works of art that are technically from “beyond 
the European tradition” but do not clearly address the culture’s attitudes about women. The identification 
may be vague or generic, or it may not locate the works specifically in time or place. Essays that merely 
describe rather than analyze the examples will earn lower scores. Essays that identify good choices but 
that provide little contextualization and/or generic or incorrect information earn lower scores. 
 
Points to remember: 

• Appropriate choices are works of art that depict one or more women and clearly reveal a culture’s 
attitudes about women.  

• Although some essays may include discussions of women as art makers or patrons, the essay must 
address the pictorial depiction of women. 

• This question requires a full identification that makes it clear which specific work of art or 
architecture is being discussed. Sometimes the identification may be located within the body of 
the essay. 
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Question 1 (continued) 

 
Scoring Criteria 
Score Scale 0–9 
 
9–8 Fully identifies two appropriate works of art that depict one or more women. At least one of those 

works must come from beyond the European tradition. Provides a full discussion that explains how 
each work of art reveals its culture’s attitudes about women. The lower score is earned when an 
answer is somewhat unbalanced or has minor errors of fact or interpretation. 

 
7–6 Fully identifies two appropriate works of art that depict one or more women. At least one of these 

works must come from beyond the European tradition. Explains how each work reveals its 
culture’s attitudes about women, but the discussion is less cogent and complete than a 9–8 essay. 
The lower score is earned when an answer is notably unbalanced or contains errors significant 
enough to weaken the discussion. 

 
5 The highest score an essay can earn if it deals with one appropriate choice fully and correctly. 

  OR 
Identifies two appropriate works of art that depict one or more women. At least one of these works 
must come from beyond the European tradition. Identification may be incomplete or faulty. The 
essay attempts to explain how each work reveals its culture’s attitudes about women, but the 
discussion may be unbalanced and may contain errors that confuse the argument. 

 
4–3 Identifies two works of art that depict one or more women. At least one of these works must come 

from beyond the European tradition. Identification may be incomplete or faulty, and choices may 
be inappropriate. The essay attempts to explain how each work reveals its culture’s attitudes 
about women, but the discussion may be unbalanced and may contain significant errors. The 
lower score is earned when the essay is notably descriptive and lacks meaningful discussion. 
  OR 
The essay deals with only one appropriate choice, but the discussion is not fully developed and 
may contain some errors. 

 
2–1 Identification is incomplete and/or choices are inappropriate. If choices are appropriate, there is 

minimal discussion. The lower score is earned when there is no discussion of merit. 
  OR 
The essay deals with only one appropriate choice, and the discussion is incomplete and 
inaccurate. 

 
0 Makes an attempt, but the response is without merit because it restates the question, includes no 

identifiable choices, or makes only incorrect or irrelevant statements. 
 
— Indicates a nonresponse such as a blank paper, crossed-out words, or personal notes. 
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Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
The question asked students to discuss cultural attitudes about women as revealed in art, with reference 
to two relevant works selected from memory; at least one of the works had to come from a culture that does 
not belong to European-based art traditions. Broad-based contextual questions of this kind have been part 
of the AP Art History Exam since 1998. The original intent of this question was to introduce students to 
global art traditions. Until 2006, possible topics were announced in advance, to help teachers accustom 
students to writing confidently about material presumed to be new to them; in 2006, the practice of 
announcing topics before the exam ended. 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 9 
 
The student selects and fully identifies two appropriate choices, Mossi dolls and the Sargent portrait of 
Lady Agnew. (NOTE: For classes of artworks with multiple published examples, the identification should 
be as specific as possible—for example, “fertility dolls, Mossi tribe.” References to African female figures, 
tribal goddesses, etc., are not considered full identifications.) The essay provides a detailed and cogent 
analysis of the appearance, cultural symbolism, and ritual use for “sympathetic magic” of a Mossi doll. The 
student then analyzes how Sargent depicts Lady Agnew as an empowered woman who engages the 
viewer with her “gaze” and is shown as more than just “a pretty face.” The essay presents Agnew’s 
portrait as a depiction of a modern woman, a socialite, and a woman with personality. Although the 
introductory paragraph attempts to generalize historical depictions of women, this does not detract from 
the complete and sophisticated analysis presented in the essay, earning it a score of 9. 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 5 
 
The student selects one appropriate work, Picasso’s Demoiselles d’Avignon, and one less-appropriate work, 
the Venus of Willendorf. The essay analyzes Picasso’s painting, associating it with contemporary culture, the 
liberal lives of the prostitutes, and the “changing role of women”; but a stronger analysis would firmly link the 
painting to the artist’s and society’s anxieties about women. The extended discussion of Cubism at the 
beginning of the essay does not contribute to the response until it refers specifically to the depiction of 
women. The student appears to run out of time, so there is no discussion of the Venus of Willendorf. The 
analysis of the Demoiselles d’Avignon and the selection of the Venus of Willendorf earned this essay a score of 
5. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 4 
 
The student correctly identifies two works that depict women. Leonardo’s Mona Lisa is technically an 
appropriate choice but may be difficult to contextualize, as seen in this response. The Venus of Willendorf 
is a less-appropriate choice because all knowledge about its cultural context is speculative. Some credit 
was earned for the discussion of the Venus’s form in relation to fertility, but further analysis (size, nomadic 
culture, etc.) could have strengthened this response. In the discussion of the Mona Lisa, the student 
earned credit for mentioning status and the role of portraits in the society of the time; however, the 
discussion of the painting’s style does not respond to the question asked. The identity of the sitter for the 
Mona Lisa is unknown (documentation to suggest an identification only surfaced in January 2008), so the 
assertion that the painting depicts a “high classed [sic] woman” is unclear. The statement that “[w]omen 
could be in the elite class, but they displayed themselves in a kind-hearted manor [sic]” doesn’t refer 
specifically to Renaissance culture. Limited and general discussion of both of these works earned this 
essay a 4. (NOTE: A fuller discussion of High Renaissance ideals, such as humanism, or the evolution of 
Italian female portraiture from profile to three-quarter view, or a greater contextualization of the Mona Lisa 
and Leonardo would have enabled this response to earn a higher score.)  
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