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Writing: Paragraph Completion (Verbs) 

Each response is scored individually. 

1 CORRECT
• Correct form of verb according to context of passage 
• Correct spelling; may use uppercase (E) instead of lowercase (e) letters or vice versa 
• Correct placement of apostrophe, if necessary 
• Correct placement of accent, if necessary; may use acute (é) instead of grave (è) accent or vice 

versa 
• Correct form and placement of pronoun, if provided with verb in parentheses 
 

0 INCORRECT
• Incorrect form of verb according to context of passage 
• Passato remoto form 
• Incorrect spelling 
• Incorrect placement of apostrophe(s) 
• Incorrect placement of accent(s) 
• Includes one or more words that are not a form of the verb provided 
• “Non cambia” or equivalent 
• More than one response 
• Not in Italian 
• Blank 

Accepted responses 
#1 • essersi laureate 

• laurearsi 

#2 • si ritroveranno 

#3 • rappresentassero 
• rappresentino 

#4 • ho voluto 
• volevo 

#5 • sono corsa 

#6 • vede 

#7 • sto 

#8 • incarnasse 
• incarni 

#9 • ho colta 

#10 • avendo portato 
• portando 
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Writing: Paragraph Completion (Verbs) 
 
Overview 
 
The first paragraph completion task assesses the ability to identify and write verbs correctly. It consists of 
a passage that provides a specific context, containing 10 blanks; an infinitive verb is given for each blank. 
Students are allotted five minutes total to write an appropriate form of each verb. It is important to read the 
entire passage carefully and to use the contextual clues within it to determine the appropriate verb form. 
The response for each of the blanks is scored individually and must be completely correct to receive credit; 
all 10 scores count equally in calculating the total score. Depending on the tense of the verb and whether 
or not it is reflexive, correct answers may contain between one and three words. The 2008-10 Italian 
Language and Culture Course Description provides an illustrative but not exhaustive list of the verb forms 
that may be evaluated in this task; of course, not all of these forms appear in any one passage. Among 
those included in this year’s selection were indicative and subjunctive verb forms, present tense, future 
tense, passato prossimo, imperfetto, and infinitival and gerundial forms. The passage was about the first 
three women to graduate from the Accademia Ufficiali di Modena. 
 
Sample: N 
Score: 9 
Correct: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 
Incorrect: 9 
 
This is a good example of a high score for this task. The student correctly uses indicative and subjunctive 
moods across tenses. The score would have been even higher had the student used the correct past 
participle of cogliere and made it agree with the preceding direct object pronoun (number 9).  
 
Sample: B 
Score: 5 
Correct: 1, 3, 6, 7, 10 
Incorrect: 2, 4, 5, 8, 9 
 
This student correctly uses the infinitive (number 1), the imperfect subjunctive (number 3), the present 
indicative (numbers 6, 7), and the gerund (number 10). The future tense (number 2) is misspelled, as are 
the present subjunctive (number 8) and the imperfect indicative (number 4). The use of the passato remoto 
(number 5) is not allowed.  
 
Sample: M 
Score: 1 
Correct: 6 
Incorrect: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 
 
This very low score shows incomplete student understanding of the forms of present-tense conjugations, 
but there is also a lack of subject–verb agreement (numbers 5, 7, 8). Other verbs are in the wrong mood 
(“rappresenatano” for rappresentino, number 3) or wrong tense (“coglio” for ho colta, number 9); spelled 
incorrectly; or conjugated when they should have been left in the infinitive (“laure[ar]ano” for laurearsi, 
number 1).  
 




